Today’s Message

Sunday, January 4, 2009
After Christmas…What?

Matthew 2:1 ff

A Post Christmas Message

Introduction:  The next time we assemble we will resume our series of messages through the book of I Peter, but this morning I want to preach a post-Christmas message, because the Scripture clearly demonstrates what life illustrates:  After every Christmas, bad stuff happens!  

Christmas for Christians and most Americans is the best time of the year as we think about the advent of a tiny baby in Bethlehem and the spirit of giving and serving which surrounds the Christmas story.  From Joseph and Mary, to the Angels in Heaven and the Magi and Shepherds, everyone mentioned is celebrating and serving the Christ child, but in Jerusalem, there was a different spirit at work; the spirit of the “anti-Christ.”  

Today, we will answer the question, “After Christmas…what?” 

I. Baby Jesus:  God’s gift to the World

A. Foretold by the Prophets
B. Innocent and dependent

C. Obedient to the Father

D. Committed to others

II. King Herod:  Satan’s emissary on earth

A. Foretold by Jeremiah

B. Calculating and ambitious

C. Obedient to Satan
D. Committed to himself
III. The Herod spirit
A. The Herod spirit destroys trust
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B. The Herod spirit destroys giving
C. The Herod spirit destroys hope
IV. The Cure for the Herod Spirit

A. Jesus

1. Love Him
2. Love His Word (Josh. 1:8)

3. Love His ways 

B. Giving

1. Your time 

2. Your talents 
3. Your tithe
C. Church  (Heb. 10: 25)







