Today’s Message

Sunday, April 19, 2009
Becoming the Winner You Are

Romans 8:28-39

Introduction:  John Maxwell writes in one of his many excellent books:  When God wants to educate a man, He does not send him to the school of graces, but to the school of necessities.  Through the pit and the dungeon, Joseph came to the throne.  Moses tended sheep in the desert before God called him for service.  Hosea cared for an unfaithful wife.”

It has been stated that “adversity in prosperity to those who possess a great attitude.”  Another stated that “No society has ever developed tough men during times of peace.”

In one of the all time great scenes of Charles Schultz “Peanuts” Lucy says to Charlie Brown “ Sometimes, I feel we are not communicating: You, Charlie Brown, are a foul ball in the line drive of life. You’re often in the shadow of your own goal post. You’re a miscue. You’re 3 putts on the 18th green. You are a 7-10 split in the 10th frame. You have dropped a rod and reel in the lake of life. You’re a missed free throw. You’re a shanked 9-iron, a called 3rd strike, a bug on the windshield of life! Do you understand? Have I made myself clear?”

Ever felt that way?  Today we will discover the secret of becoming the winners that we are by remembering that God is on our team.

I. A myth to dispel
A. All things are not good
B. All things are not caused by God
C.  All things are not logical
II. A partnership which cannot fail  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. (Rom. 8:28)
A. We can’t because we are weak and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; (I Cor.1:27)
B. He can because He is omnipotent  Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men (I Cor.1:25)
· Power:  The ability to achieve purpose; Word in the Greek is synergeō from which we derive the word for synergy.  God works with us to produce His purposes.
1. God’s providence And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, (Rom. 8:28)
a. Foresight:  The ability to see the future
b. Oversight:  The ability to control the present
c. Insight:  The ability to integrate the past
2. God’s plan And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,
a. He knows what it takes to conform the world
b. He knows what it takes to conform the church
c. He knows what it takes to conform you and me
3. God’s people And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,
a. Those who love Him
b. Those who are called by Him
4. God’s purpose For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son,(v.29)
a. We are to love what Jesus loved
b. We are to live like Jesus lived
Three questions:

· Who will bring any charge against us?
· Who is he that condemns us?
· Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?

33Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 

 34Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. 

 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 

One glorious fact:  We win!!!  

31What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 

 32He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? 







