Wednesday, June 10, 2009
Faith…The Coin of the Heavenly Realm

Hebrews 4:1-2; James 2:14-26

Introduction:  Most Christians want to please God…but most Christians will readily admit that they often miss the mark.  In today’s Bible study we will try to unlock the secret of always pleasing God and becoming productive citizens of both Heaven and earth.

I. Faith is how we get things done.

A. Faith is the standard of exchange in Heaven (Heb. 11:1…Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.)
B. Without faith, you cannot please God. (Heb. 11:6a….And without faith it is impossible to please God)
C. You must believe that God exists and cares about you. (Heb. 11:6b because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.)
II. Sin is the absence of faith (Rom. 14:23b everything that does not come from faith is sin.)

A. Obedience is Faith is obedience.  (Heb. 4:23 ..and the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,"] and he was called God's friend.)  Note: the word for believe could be translated obedience)gr. Word...Pisteuo  The conviction and trust to which a man is impelled by a certain inner and higher prerogative and law of soul; to trust in Jesus or God as able to aid either in obtaining or in doing something: saving faith.
B. Abraham did not offer Isaac by faith…He obeyed God.
III. Faith is the key 

A. Salvation is the house but it contains many rooms

1. Answered prayer

2. Deliverance
3. Victory 
4. Intercession
5. Soul winning
6. __________
B. People often grab a ring of keys

1. Self effort
2. church activities
3. Determination
4. Self denial
5. ____________
C. Faith is the “Master” key

IV. Faith always works

A. Nehemiah prayed…then planned
B. Noah prayed…then built an ark
C. Abraham worshipped…then left for a country and people he knew not
V. Faith contains two components
A. Cooperating works

B. Corresponding works
1. God’s favor  (Romans 8:28)

2. Soul winning (John 4: 35…Do you not say, 'Four months more and then the harvest'? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest.)

3. Child rearing (Prov. 22:6)
4. God’s supply (Mal. 3:8; Matt. 6:33)
5. Successful family life (Eph. 5:18ff)
