Sunday, June 28, 2009
Giving

Luke 6:38
Introduction:  Through out this past month, we have been discussing our Ministry Proposal and the cost of fully funding it for the next twelve months.  I have preached three messages to date on the subject of Stewardship of both our money and ourselves.  Lordship living means that everything I have, including my person, belongs to Christ.  

Today, I want to address the matter of giving, looking at a solitary verse, but also remember the context of the verse.  That verse is: “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you."  Luke 6:38 

Five reasons why you should NOT give

1. The economy is reeling and money is tight

2. The church has money in the bank and does not need it

3. No one is assured of what tomorrow holds and you may need the money later 

4. You have obligations now that are hard to fulfill

5. There is something that you really need or want:  ie. A new car or truck; A boat; A vacation; College education; More in your retirement account; Clothes; Furniture; A new house; A bigger house; A piece of property; A __________________________

Five Reasons why you SHOULD give

1. Giving is connected to obedience  

give is translated from the Greek word, didōmi, First, it is in the imperative mode, which means in the Greek New Testament that it is a must. Secondly, it speaks of a continuance. It is present tense, which suggests that generosity is to be a way of life for the believer.
2.
Giving is connected to getting …Give, and it will be given to you…
3.
Giving is connected to abundance … A good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together and running over…
4.
Giving is connected to favor with men …shall men give into your 
bosom(KJV)… will be poured into your lap…(NIV)
5.
Giving is connected to blessings … For with the measure you use, it 
will be measured to you.






