Sunday, September 27, 2009
God’s Top Ten Series

Sermon Three: What’s in a Name? 

 Exodus 20:7
Introduction:  What’s in a name?  Everything!  Over the course of a lifetime, a name becomes synonymous with a person’s character.  Just notice how certain names have taken on significance in history:  Adam; Noah; Moses; Abraham; King David; Paul, Peter, Thomas. Stephen, Judas, Demus, Joan of Ark; Benedict Arnold; Dillenger, Jesse James, Al Capone, Osama Ben Laden, Billy Graham.  And there are dozens more that we could name, but each of these names tell a story…some good and some bad.

When men say your name, what thoughts do they have?  In our study of the Second Commandment, we discovered that our God is a jealous God.  He demands and deserves that the truth be known about Him, and today we will see that He demands that His name be reverenced.  After all, the Bible is the story of God reaching out to the man He created.  He deserves to be reverence and He WILL be reverenced

I. The Jewish Tradition
A.  Traditional Jews will not write out the name of God.

1. Writing out the name is not prohibited
2. Defacing the name is prohibited  (Deut. 12:3)

B. Traditional Jews will not pronounce the most sacred name for God

1. They do not know the name of God

2. Jehovah is best guess name for God

II. The Biblical Injunction

A. The Commandment
B. The Warning
C. The Reason (Matt. 6:9)

III. The Character of God

A. Progressive Revelation

1. Elohim - God (creation) [God our creator]  

2. Jehovah - Lord God (covenant) [Relationship with man]  

3. El Shaddi - Supply (needs) [The ‘more than enough’ God]  

4. Adoni - Master [Teacher]  

5. Jehovah Jireh - Lord God Our Provider (desires) (obedience) 

6. Jehovah Rapha - Lord God Our Healer [Deliverer]  

7. Jehovah Nissi - Lord God Our Banner [Banner of Victory]  

8. Jehovah Mikkadeash - Lord God Our Sanctifier 

9. Jehovah Tsidkenou - Lord God Our Righteousness 

10. Jehovah Shalom - Lord God Our Peace 

11. Jehovah Raah (or Rohi) - Lord God Our Shepherd 

12. Jehovah Shammah - Our Ever Present Lord God 

13. Abba Father (Rom. 8:15; Gal. 4:6)

B. The Final Revelation of God—Jesus

1. God became flesh (John 1:1-14)

2. God was in Christ (II Cor. 5:19)

3. God came at the perfect time (Gal. 4:1-4)

4. Jesus is the name above all names (Phil. 2:9)

a. We are justified by His name (I Cor. 6:11)

b. We are saved by His name (Acts 4:12)

c. Jesus is Lord of all (Phil. 2:10-11)







