I Peter Series:  Part 9
Imitator or Imposter?

I Peter 3:8-12


This week Bernard L. Madoff was arrested for conducting the most brazen and expensive “Ponzi” scheme in American history and perhaps the world.  It appears that Mr. Madoff ‘made off” with over $50 billion dollars.


After decades of convincing hundreds of investors to place their life savings under his care, including members of his own family, Madoff was revealed to be a fraud…an imposter!  


As a member of a church and a purported follower of Christ, are you for real or are you an imposter?  The Apostle Paul wrote to the Philippian church that they should become imitators of him, knowing that if they did they would be pleasure to Christ.  Could you or I say that?  Are you an imitator or an imposter?

I. The Recap
A. The church…birthed (Acts 2:41ff)

B. The church…blessed (Acts 5:42)
C. The church…blasted (Acts 8:1)

II. The Recipe

A. Live as members of Christ’s family
1. Live like-minded

2. Exercise compassion

3. Love as brothers
4. Develop tender hearts

5. Remember who you are

B. Strive to create Christ-like community

1. Control your behavior
2. Control you tongue
3. Do good

4. Seek peace

III. The Revelation

A. The promise
1. His care a provisions are extended to the righteous
2. His ears are attentive to the prayers of the righteous

B. The warning:  “His face is against those who do evil.”

