Today’s Message

Sunday, October 12, 2008
In the End…We Win!

The Church…God’s Remedy for a Broken Nation

Acts 2:42-47

Introduction:  I am not optimistic about the future of our nation.  This past week the Stock Market plunged over 5,000 points and trillions of dollars in value effecting millions of Americans.  But the financial collapse that America and the world is facing is minor compared to the moral bankruptcy that is engulfing the nations.  God’s warning in chapter two of Jeremiah is applicable to America…”My people have committed two evils;  They have forsaken me, the God of living waters, and hewed out for themselves cisterns, broken cisterns that can hold no water.”  (Jer. 2)

But, we are not without hope.  God’s remedy for a broken nation is a revived church, and for the next three weeks we are going to seek God for revival in our midst.  

I. The founding of the Church
A. The beginning of the Church (Matt. 16:18)
B. The birth of the Church (Acts 1:14; 2:41)
C. The basics of the Church 
1. Commitment to Bible study (Acts 2:42)
2. Commitment to fellowship  (v.42)
3. Commitment to Jesus  (v.42)
4. Commitment to prayer  (v. 42)
5. commitment to soul-winning  (v. 47)
D. The bonding of the churches (Rom.16:16 KJV)
1. Spirit directed
2. Spirit united
II. The mission of the Church is to glorify JESUS
A. Joyful Celebration:  Worship
B. Equipping Believers:  Discipleship
C. Sharing with Unbelievers: Evangelism
D. Unity:  Fellowship
E. Serving others: Ministry
III. The Leadership of the Church  (I Peter 5: 1-4)
A. Elder:  speaks of maturity and connotes experience
B. Bishop:  speaks of oversight and connotes authority 
C. Pastor:  speaks of shepherding and connotes care and protection
1. Pastors are granted authority to make decisions:  (Acts 15:16ff)
2. Pastors have a duty to defend the faith (Titus 1: 9-11)
3. Pastors have a responsibility to discipline members in error (II. Tim. 4: 1-2)
4. Pastors are accountable to Christ (Heb. 12:17)
IV. The Membership of the Church
A. Saved
B. Surrendered
C. Serving
D. Submitted







