Today’s Message

Sunday, August 31, 2008
Issues and Answers for the Church; Part 5
The Sacred Nature of Labor

A Labor Day Sermon

Genesis 2:1-3

Introduction:  Labor Day weekend is recognized across America as the official end of the summer.  School is back in full swing and everyone tries to get one final day of relaxation before the fall activities begin.  Typically the first round of college football games are played, families visit the lake, and hunters head for their deer camps to get feeders online and kill wasps, cut shooting lanes and plant food plots.  Labor Day means the summer is over.  

For committed Christians and serious Church congregations, it means it is time to refocus on building Christ’s Church.  In other words, it is time to get to work.  Today we will look at the:  1) The Reason for Work; 2) The Requirement to Work; 3) The Redemption of Work; and…4) The Respite from Work.

I. The Reason for Work (Gen 3:17)

A. The apathy of Adam …. “She also gave some to Adam who was with her.”  (v. 6b)

B. The complicity of Adam… “Because you listened to your wife and ate”…(v.17a)

C. The rebellion of Adam… “which I commanded you, You must not eat of it”  (v.17b)

II. The Requirement to Work (II. Thess. 3:10)

III. The Redemption of Work 

A. The finished work of Creation (Gen. 2:1-3)

B. The finished work of Calvary (John 19:30)

C. The finished work of our calling (Eph. 2:8-10)

IV. The Respite from Work (Heb. 4:6-16)

Conclusion:  We are like amber beads.  

On the shores of the Baltic Sea and throughout Europe there is found a fossil pine resin.  It is very beautiful and comes in several colors and is used in cigarette holders, mouthpieces for pipes and beads.  The only problem with it is it is highly electrical.  It has a tendency to store up static electricity.  The craftsman can only work with it for a while as it becomes increasingly charged and if they press to hard, they receive a severe shock.  We too, are like amber beads.  If we don’t slow down and rest occasionally, we will become overcharged and short circuit.  God rested.  We must rest.

“On the seventh day, God rested and He pronounced that all He had done was ‘Very good!’”







