Today’s Message

Sunday, November 23, 2008
I Peter Series-Part 6

Mastering the High Calling of Surrender

I Peter 2:4-22


Introduction:  In our last study of I Peter, we discussed how Jesus was the rock that could not be crushed.  We answered the question; “How can you remain steadfast, when all around you is shifting sand?”  We looked at Jesus, the living stone rejected by men; Peter, the rock upon which the church was established; The Disciples, the twelve unlearned men, eleven of which who became the bedrock of the New Testament church; The Early Church, living stones who were rejected by Jerusalem and the leaders of Jewish orthodoxy; The Scattered church, rejected and persecuted by Rome; The Pilgrims, living stones rejected by Europe; and finally the coming Apostasy when the true Church will be rejected by the world.   


Finally, we looked at I Timothy 3:1ff and studied how the Last Days will be characterized by men who have a form of godliness, but who deny the power of it, and we posed the question:  “Will we stand when many in the organized church turn away.  As we continue our study today, we will begin a two part study on Mastering the High Calling of Surrender.

I. Live as a Sacred People

A. We are a chosen people (v.9)

1. Living stones comprising a spiritual dwelling (v.4)

a) To nurture the next generation of living stones

b) To provide a warm, loving and safe place for believers

2. Living stones offering salvation for unbelievers

B. We are a Royal priesthood (v.9)

1. We have direct access to the Father through the Son (I Tim. 2:5)

2. We are heirs of the Father and joint heirs of King Jesus


(Heb. 9:15; Rom. 8:17)

C. We are a Holy nation (v.9)

1. We are to live morally upright lives (I Cor. 6:9ff)

a) We have been washed
b) We have been sanctified
c) We have been justified
2. We are to love fellow Christians (v.16)

D. We are a purchased people (v. 9; Acts 20:28; Eph. 1:14)

II.  Live as a Surrendered People (vs. 13-22)

A. With regards to sin—Live as Strangers
1. Refuse to be swallowed up in the culture of degradation that permeates the world system

2. Refuse to surrender to every evil impulse that seeks to degrade your mind, will, emotions, and body as you sojourn through this world. 

a) Just say “no” to sin

b) Just say “yes” to Jesus
c) Just say “Jesus” to sinners

B. In regards to authority—Live Submitted
1. Rebellion to appointed authority is witchcraft (I Sam. 15:23)

2. Recognize God appointed authority and obey it

a) Supreme authority on earth is still under Heaven’s authority

b) Supreme authority that demands evil is despotic
Two important definitions:

A despot is someone who exercises power tyrannically.

Tyranny is oppressive power exerted by government over people

C. In regards to people—Live Circumspectly

1. Show proper respect to all (v.17)

2. Show preference to followers of Christ (v.17b)

D. In regards to allegiance—Live Surrendered
1. Honor the King

2. Fear God\
III. Live as slaves of God (I Cor. 7:22)

A. Submit with respect to all 

B. Submit with reverence for God(v.19)

1. Suffering for evil is reprehensible (v.20)

2. Suffering for good is rewarded (v.20b)

C. Submit with remembrance of Christ







