Wednesday, January 20, 2010
Onward Christian Soldiers

II Tim. 2:3-4

Introduction:  How attached to this world are you?  When you hear someone say, “This world is not our home,” does your heart leap with affirmation or do you just brush it off as so much religious jargon?  Until you and I can sincerely understand that for the true believer, this world is not our home and embrace the truth that we are just passing through, we will never understand how to live the victorious Christian life.  

I don’t think I understood how real Heaven was until about a year after our sweet Kathryn left us and went home.  Until then heaven existed as a semi real place that gave others comfort when I preached or attended the funerals of their loved ones and friends.  But about a year after Kat died, it became very real, and now I long to be there.  Heaven is real.  Jesus is real.  And Jesus really is in Heaven with those for whom He died and secured their place with Him.

Some live for Heaven.  Others demand that they be granted heaven on earth.  Which category you fall into determines your being like Paul or Demus.  Read II Tim. 4:10 KJV; 10For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world (more)…

I. A Soldier must possess courage
A. Courage is a quality of the heart.
1. Like a mother exudes for her child
2. Like a father exudes for his family
B. Courage is a quality of the spirit
1. Paul lived with a heavenly perspective 


(Phil. 1:24-25)

2. Hebrews presents a Scriptural perspective (Heb. 11)

a) They lived in anticipation 
b) They lived with rejection
c) They lived with passion  
d) They lived with God’s favor  
Courage is not the absence of fear, but the willingness to do what’s right in spite of your fear. 
“Courage comes only to the degree that the allure of heaven breaks the seduction of vanity fare.  As clarity about my status as an alien and stranger deepens, I am free to develop greater clarity about the reason for my existence and to behave accordingly.”  Bold Love;  By Dr. Dan Allender and Dr. Tramper Longman, III.
II. A soldier must possess a calling (II Cor. 2:14-16)

A. Our calling is to confound the world (I Cor. 1:27-30)
1. We appear foolish in our beliefs
2. We appear foolish in our love
3. We appear foolish in our delights
B. Our calling is to be a slave (Rom. 6:15-23)

1. We are all slaves

2. We choose our masters
C. Our calling is to do battle
1. Battle entails engaging the enemy

2. Battle entails suffering
3. Battle entails casualties
III. A soldier must possess conviction (Rom. 12:9)

A. Sin is the enemy (Prov. 8:13)
B. Sin is like cancer
C. Sin always results in separation and death (Rom. 6:23)
IV. A soldier must possess cunning (Matt. 10:16)
A. Soldiers must be shrewd (II. Samuel 12:7)
B. Soldiers must be crafty
C. Soldiers must be innocent
V. Three classes of soldiers in every army

A. Warriors who engage
B. MIA’s who fought but cannot be accounted for at present

C. Cowards who disappear when the engagement becomes fierce.






