Today’s Message

Sunday, December 7, 2008
The Parable of the Puppy

John 1:1-14
Introduction:   The essence of Christmas is unveiled in the name Emmanuel…”God with us.”  Two thousand years ago on that first Christmas morning God stepped out of heaven and became a human being.  For thirty years Jesus Christ, God’s Son, walked among human kind, facing every trial, tribulation and temptation that is common to all men, but with one unique distinction…He never succumbed to the evil of this world, remaining pure and undefiled by sin.  Hebrews 5:15-16 states “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are, yet without sin.  Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”  Today we will attempt to convey God’s great love expressed in His indescribable gift of His beloved Son through a unique human experience between a man and a puppy as we look at…”The Parable of the Puppy.”

I.
Callie – cute, cuddly and full of potential


A.
The divine appointment



1.
United by design



2.
Ignited by determination



3.
Frustrated by distrust


B.
The canine disappointment



1.
Damaged by the past



2.
Dominated by fear


3.
Driven by loneliness


4.
Destroyed by stubbornness
II.
Christmas – A celebration of hope and human potential


A.
The pre-existence of Christ



1.
Christ preceded everything  (John 1:1a)



2.
Christ is God  (v.1b)


B.
The power of Christ



1.
Christ created everything  (v.3)



2.
Christ empowers everything  (v.4a)



3.
Christ enlightens everything  (v.4b)



4.
Christ understands everything  (v.14)


C.
The passion of Christ



1.
To be recognized for who He is  (v.10)



2.
To be received by us  (v.11)



3.
To rescue us  (v.12)



4.
To redeem us  (v.13)

III.
Callousness – the condition of many


A.
Damaged by the past


B.
Dominated by fear


C.
Driven by loneliness


D.
Delivered by trust (John 1:12)






