Wednesday Worship

January 7, 2009

Maximizing Your Marriage
1 Peter 3:7

Introduction:  Today I am going to be presumptuous, which typically I would advise against.  I am going to presume that every father here today understands that God’s ideal is that every father would first be a husband, even though our culture has largely abandoned such a notion.


I believe that husbands, more than wives, hold the keys to a successful marriage, yet tragically, many husbands have abdicated all responsibility for making their marriage a great success.  Whether you believe your marriage is wonderful or on the brink of failure, today I want to examine with you how to …”maximize your marriage.”

I.
Marriage is not for fools


A.
Marriage is like flying a 747



1.
The husband is the pilot



2.
The wife is the co-pilot



3.
The children are the passengers


B.
Marriage is like a team sport



1.
The Dallas Cowboys:  talented but dysfunctional



2.
The Colt McCoy/Quan Cosby principle


C.
Marriage is like mountain climbing



1.
Mountain climbers are tied together



2.
Mountain climbers share the same goal



3.
Mountain climbers help each other



4.
Mountain climbers depend on each other



5.
Mountain climbers trust each other

II.
Marriage is not for children


A.
Being a good husband requires growing up



1.
Maturing men are unselfish




J esus first




O thers second




Y ourself last



2.
Maturing men understand authority




a.
Authority is not authoritative




b.
Submission is not intimidation




c.
Authority provides order and assures openness




d.
Submission provides teamwork and assures accountability



3.
Maturing men are open




a.
Accountable is the willingness to explain your actions




b.
Approachable is the willingness to change your actions




c.
Available is what men are who are not accountable or approachable



4.
Maturing men are under




a.
Mutual submission is a Christian principle




b.
Mutual submission doesn’t mean taking turns


B.
Being a good husband requires giving up



1.
Mature men die daily  (Luke 9:23-24)



2.
Mature men live harmoniously  (1 Peter 3:8)



3.
Mature men live victoriously  (1 Peter 3:10-12)

Life Lesson:
God has ordained that marriage be a workshop out of which mature and godly disciples would emerge.  The secret to saving your marriage is for men to purpose that they will never stop growing as a person, a partner and a parent.

