Wednesday, January 14, 2009
Surviving Marriage Joyfully!
 Galatians 6:7; I Peter 3:8-12

I Peter Series:  Part 12
Introduction:  Most people do not consider themselves as gullible people, but when it comes to justifying their sin, it is amazing how willing we are to be deceived.  Many people prove how gullible they are by how willing they are to believe the Devil’s lies about divorce.  Today we are going to discuss… Surviving Marriage Joyfully!  The Scripture offers hope not only for marriages but for every relationship of life that is being challenged.  Satan loves to divide people because he hates us and wants us to be alone; Jesus loves to unite people because He loves us and wants us to know the joy of companionship.

Three Myths About Divorce
Myth Number One:  It’s better for our children to go through the pain of our divorce than to live with parents who fight all the time.

Scripture:  Malachi 2:16: “I hate divorce…”

FACT:  The effects of divorce are not fully realized until the child reaches adulthood.


There are immediate effects


There are intermediate effects


There are ultimate effects

Myth Number Two: Surely a loving God would not want me to stay in such an unhappy marriage.

Scripture:  Romans 8:28

FACT:  God’s purpose for our lives is not happiness but our conformity to His will and personal holiness.

Myth Number Three: I know that divorce is wrong, but God will forgive me and minimize the consequences.

Scripture:  Romans 6:1-2 
FACT:  Yes, God forgives.  Divorce is NOT the unpardonable sin, but there are always consequences to sin.  We should never presume upon God’s grace as this compounds the sin and brings more consequences.

Three Steps to Surviving Marriage Joyfully (I Peter 3:10a)
Step One:  Work
Step Two:  Work
Step Thee:  Work
1. Work on your attitude

1) Work on harmony (v.8)

2) Work on being compassionate (v.8)

3) Work on brotherly love (v.8)

4) Work on kindness (v.8)
5) Work on humility (v.8)

2. Work on your actions
1) Do not repay evil with evil (v.9)

2) Do not repay insult with insult (v.9)

3. Work on your memory (v.9)

4. Work on your tongue (v.10)

5. Work on your feet (v.11)

6. Work on your will (v.11b)

