Sunday, August 30, 2009 
Politics, Power, and People of Faith 

A Lesson from the Book of Esther

Introduction:  Should Christians be involved in politics?  Today I intend to give a Christian apologetic for Pastors and people of faith not only getting involved in politics but leading out in politics.  

Many people have many opinions, but finally for people of faith, the only authoritative word on the subject is found in God’s Word.  This morning we are going to turn our thoughts to the book of Esther and see what God has to say on the subject.

I. A Lesson from history about Political machinations

(Esther 1:1ff) 

A. A King-size party (Esther 1:1-3)

1. Six months of pride and bragging (v.4)

2. Seven days of euphoric celebration (v.5)

3. Several hours of rage (v.10-12)

a. The Queen was summoned (v.11)

b. The Queen was stubborn (v.12)

c. The Queen was stricken (v. 19)

B. A King-size search (Esther 2:1ff)

1. Esther was the least of the least by human standards

a. She was in a foreign land (v.6)

b. She was in a foster home (v.7)

c. She lived a futile existence 

2. Esther was the best of the best by Divine sovereignty

a. She was beautiful (v.7)

b. She was surrendered (vs.10,15)

c. She was favored (vs.9,15)

d. She was chosen (v.17)

II. A Lesson from history about power and people of faith

(Esther 3:1ff)

A. A God-size problem:  Ungodly people with political power
1. Haman’s ascension (v.1)

2. Haman’s obsession (vs.3,5)

3. Haman’s solution (v.6)

a. Discredit the Jews (v.8)
b. Destroy the Jews (v.8b)

c. Donate the money (v.9)

B. A God-size remedy: People of faith with His authority (Esther 4:1ff)

1. God’s method is people

a. God’s people were broken and afraid (vs.1-3)

b. God’s prophet was direct, determined, and persistent (vs.8-14)

c. God’s political leader was courageous

         Courage is not the absence of fear but rather courage is the willingness to do what’s right in spite of your fear!

2. God’s passion is justice 

a. God awakened Xerxes and directed his thoughts (Prov. 21:1)

b. God confused Haman and exposed his wickedness

c. God honored Mordecai and rewarded his righteousness

d. God delivered the Jews and destroyed their enemies

III. A Lesson from history about people of faith being involved in politics

A. Evil escalates when Christians are silent 

B. Evil dissipates when Christians confront it (James 4:7)

1. The Separation of Church and State is a lie

2. Those who advocate the Separation myth are either evil or misinformed

3. People of faith who withdraw from politics are living in sin (James 4:17)

You cannot do everything, but you can do something!







