Wednesday, May 20, 2009
Prayer: Effecting our World by Reaching Beyond
Luke 18

Principle One:  Effective praying requires a commitment to persistence (v.1) 

“Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.”
Principle Two:  There must be an absence of pride and self-righteousness (v.9,14) 

“To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else…everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted."

Principle Three:  We must maintain an attitude of innocence (v.17)

“…anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”
Principle Four:  We must understand that Christianity is all about Him…not us (v. 27)

“Jesus replied, ‘What is impossible with men is possible with God.’"

Principle Five:  We must understand the role of revelation in the spiritual world. (v.34)

“The disciples did not understand any of this. Its meaning was hidden from them, and they did not know what he was talking about.”
Principle Six:  We must possess a tenacious faith. (v. 39)

“Those who led the way rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, ‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’"

Principle Seven:  Remember we’re addressing God.  Make bold requests. (v. 41) 

“Jesus asked him, "What do you want me to do for you?" "Lord, I want to see," he replied.”
Principle Eight:  We you receive a miracle…act like it. (v. 43)

“Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus, praising God. When all the people saw it, they also praised God.”
