Wednesday, July 15, 2009
Prayer is the Pathway to God’s Throne

Jeremiah 33:3

Introduction:  If Satan is a defeated foe, and God is all powerful and all knowing, why does He not answer every prayer we pray?  If we truly reign with Christ and everything is under our feet, why do we go through periods where it seems that none of our prayers are being heard, let alone answered? 

Paul Billheimer died in 1984.  He authored two very short books after he was in his 70’s.  The first one was entitled Destined for the Throne, and is the most important book on prayer that I have ever read and he, more than any author I have read on the subject, helped me understand the answer to, and cure for, that dilemma.  Some of the thoughts I will share tonight come from his book.

1. God’s promises are unequivocal.  "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.” (Matt. 7:7-8) cp. John 14:13-14; I John 5:14-15.

2. God’s problems are man centered.  “You do not have, because you do not ask God.  When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.”  (James 4:2-3)

1.) The Lucifer Syndrome….Pride

(Isaiah 14; Ezekiel 28) cp. II Cor. 12:7

2.) The Peter Syndrome…Prayerlessness

(Matthew 26)

3.) The Moses Syndrome…Power in Intercession   (Exodus 17)

4.) The Daniel Syndrome…Perseverance

(Daniel 10:12-13) cp Habakkuk.2:3
We do not pray because we think it is not necessary!







