Sunday, June 7, 2009

Rethinking Church; Part I

Becoming a Church That Matters
II Corinthians 9: 1-15

I.
Giving should be an act of Worship!

Gen. 28: 20-22 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, "If God will be with me and will watch over me on this journey I am taking and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear so that I return safely to my father's house, then the LORD will be my God and this stone that I have set up as a pillar will be God's house, and of all that you give me I will give you a tenth."

II.
Giving should be an act of Happiness!

II Cor. 9:7 Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

III.
Giving should be an act of Obedience!

II. Cor. 9:12-13 This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else.

IV.
Giving should be an act of Love! 

John 3:16; Gen. 50:12 If I were hungry I would not tell you, for the world is mine, and all that is in it.

Giving should be an act of Evangelism! 

II. Cor. 9:13 Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ…
