Wednesday, February 4, 2009

Rules of Engagement
Or How to Have a Good Clean Fight

I Peter 4:1, Eph. 4:25-32


Periodically people will schedule an appointment with me to discuss their marital difficulties.  As our conference unfolds they often reveal with great embarrassment and hesitancy, that they are “fighting”…not with their fists and body blows, typically, but with words and body language.


In truth, not some but most marriages are marked by periodic skirmishes and occasionally, all-out wars.  There are night attacks, surprise assaults, cold wars of silence and avoidance, frontal assaults, and occasionally a nuclear attack with devastating consequences.  Tonight we are going to see what the Scripture says about fighting and discover..”the Rules of Engagement.”

I.
Love is lovely before you marry


A.
It’s all voluntary

B.
Most people try harder
II.
Love is work after you marry


A.
Men cause most fights


B.
Men lose most fights

III.
Love is learned through marriage


A.
If you must fight, follow the rules


1.
Rule One: honesty (v25)




a.
Exaggeration is dishonest



b.
Honesty requires a commitment



2.
Rule Two: self control (v26)




a.
Self-control never explodes passionately 





(Prov. 18:14)




b.
Self-control never exploits persons





(Prov. 18:19)



3.
Rule Three: timing(v26b-27)




a.
Set the time to agree



b.
Set the time to disagree


4.
Rule Four: solutions(v28)



5.
Rule Five: speech(v29)




a.
Is it wholesome?




b.
Does it edify?




Important Note: Cursing is never appropriate



6.
Rule Six: purity(v31)




a.
You must deal with problems Biblically



b.
You must deal with problems quickly


7.
Rule Seven: forgiveness (v32a)




a.
Exercise kindness



b.
Develop a tender heart


8.
Rule Eight: remember (v32b)




a.
Remember your own sinfulness



b.
Remember the first seven rules


B.
Love is earned in marriage



1.
Learn how to lose...when you’re wrong, admit it, get over it



2.
Learn how to win...when you’re right, drop it, move on.

