Wednesday, April 29, 2009

The Church: God’s Remedy for a Broken World

1 Thessalonians 1

Intro:  In Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonian congregation he laid out for us to see “What a Church Really Ought To Be”.  Interestingly enough, he makes no mention of numbers, programming or styles of music.  However, he does tell us about several spiritual elements that are necessary if a church is going to be what Christ demands a church really ought to be!

I.
The Background of the Thessalonian church.  


“When they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica…”  (Acts 17:1)

II.
The Basics of the Thessalonian church.


1.
It was comprised of saved people.



“…Paul went into the synagogue and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the 


Scriptures..some of the Jews were persuaded…as were a large number of God fearing 



Greeks…”  (Acts 17:2,4)



(1)
The foundation of Paul’s preaching was scripture. (Acts 17:2)



(2)
The focus of Paul’s preaching was Jesus Christ. (Acts 17:3)


2.
It was comprised of surrendered people.



“You became imitators of us and of the Lord…”  (1 Thessalonians 1:6a)


3.
It was comprised of suffering people.



“…in spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit.”  

(1 Thessalonians 1:6b)


4.
It was comprised of soul winning people.



(1)
They modeled Christ.




“And so you became a model to all believers in Macedonia and Achaia.”



(Thessalonians 1:7)



(2)
They mentioned Christ.




“The Lord’s message rang out from you…your faith in God has become known 




everywhere.”  (1 Thessalonians 1:8)


5.
It was comprised of steadfast people.



“They tell us how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God.” 


(1 Thessalonians 1:9)



(1)
They were steadfast in doctrine.



(2)
They were steadfast in love.


6.
It was comprised of a second coming people.



“…and to wait for his Son from heaven…”  (1 Thessalonians 1:10)

III.
The Basis of the Thessalonian church.


“…when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of 
men, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is at work in you who believe.” 

(1 Thessalonians 2:13)


1.
The receiving...of the Word.


2.
The response...of the people.


3.
The reality...of the process.

Practical Application:  We must avoid the temptation as a church of attempting to copy the copies of what a church really ought to be…and return to the Biblical examples.  The Thessalonian congregation was a Biblical church.

