Today’s Message

Sunday, July 27, 2008
The Courage of Convictions

Daniel 1:1-21

Issues and Answers for the Church; Part 1

Introduction:  The watchwords of the new millennium are tolerance and diversity.  We are told by everyone today that we should be a tolerant people, but what is tolerance?  Tolerance at its core is a belief in nothing.  In America we have been brainwashed to tolerate everything from the killing of the unborn, sodomy, blasphemy, an invasion of illegal immigrants, a sea of sewage in entertainment, pornography, hooking up, and openly immoral behavior in our effort to become a nation of diversity and tolerance.  Tragically, this mindset has invaded the average Church in America and is a disease among preachers.  The only thing that is not tolerated in America today is Biblical Christianity.  There is now a case being litigated by a homosexual who is suing two Christian publishers for printing Bibles that make him feel guilty for being a homosexual.  

I. The High Cost of Compromise  (II Cor. 6:17)

A. It destroys worship (Heb. 13: 9-16)








The Jews were to be a separated people.  When God called them to himself


He gave them a:

1. Special dress
2. Special calendar

3. Special diet

4. Special laws

5. Special revelation

6. Special worship

7. Special Holy days
8. Special government

B. It destroys service (II Tim. 2:19-22)

II. The High Calling of Conviction (Psalm 119:105-107; Acts 11:23)

A. Daniel was a man of Courage and Conviction

1. The Plight (Dan. 1:1-2)

a) The punishment

b) The puppet

c) The proof

2. The Plot  (v.3ff) 
a) Daniel….God is Judge---Belteshazzar…Baal will provide 

b) Hananiah…The Lord is gracious---Shadrach…From a chief diety of Babylon

c) Mishael…Who is like the Lord---Meshak…Who is the moon god

d) Azariah..The Lord is my helper---Abednego..Servant of the Son of Baal
They were divorced from their: 

(1) Culture

(2) Customs

(3) Heritage

3.  The Pride (v.4-7)

a) Without defect

b) Handsome

c) Smart

d) Well informed

e) Intelligent

f) Poised 

4. The Problem (v 8)

a) They were offered heathen education
b) They were offered a heathen name
c) They were offered heathen foods

d) They were forced to bow to heathen idols
III. The High Privilege of Conviction

A. Creative alternatives
B. Courageous refusals
C. Glorious deliverance






