Today’s Message

Sunday, July 20, 2008
The Importance of Passion

John 12: 1-8

Introduction:  Pete Rose, perhaps the greatest second baseman who ever played the game, loved to gamble for which he has paid a dear price, that of missing the privilege of being inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame and being banned for life from the game which he loved.  Still, I used to love watching him play, for no one ever played the game with greater passion.  He played with reckless abandoned and you always got the impression that preserving his physical anatomy was secondary to making the catch or executing the steal.  It was Pete Rose who perfected the head first slide which gave him a split second advantage when sliding at the expense of exposing himself to possible serious head injury.  He constantly stretched singles into doubles and doubles into triples, earning him Hall of Fame credentials on the field.  He played with an intangible that others lacked, which baseball people always referred to as “Passion.”

I. The Principle of Passion (Joshua 14:14)

A. Scripture commands it (Deut. 6:4)

B. Love demands it (I Cor. 13:7)

C. Jesus deserves it
II. A portrait of passion (Luke 10:39-40)

A. Mary’s presence (John 12:1)

B. Mary’s commitment (John 12:3)

1. She acted spontaneously (John 12:2)

2. She suffered humiliation (John 12:3)

3. She gave extravagantly (John 12:3)

4. She was rewarded (John 11:43; Mark 14:9)
III. The substitutes for passion

A. Religious activity

B. Generous giving

C. Devotion to Scripture

D. Loyalty to the church
IV. The key to spiritual passion

A. Time to be with Christ

B. Time to learn from Christ

C. Time to know his ways

D. Time







