Wednesday, February 25, 2009

The Incredible Power of the Tongue
For Good or Bad

Psalms 39:1-3

Introduction:  The tongue is a two ounce, four inch long slab of mucous membrane wrapped around an assortment of nerves and muscles helping you chew, taste and talk.  Nothing in the world has greater capacity for good or evil.  The Greek philosopher Publius said, “I have often regretted my speech, but never my silence.”  While I can’t go that far, I would agree I have seldom regretted my silence and I have often regretted my speech.

I.
The incredible potential of the tongue.


A.
The potential for good



1.
The tongue can encourage
Eph. 4:29



2.
The tongue can edify

Eph. 5:19



3.
The tongue can defend
Prov. 31:8



4.
The tongue can praise

Prov. 31:28



5.
The tongue can heal

Prov. 15:2



6.
The tongue can teach

Prov. 15:2



7.
The tongue can thank

1 Thess. 5:18



8.
The tongue can pray

James 5:13-15



9.
The tongue can preach
Rom. 10:14



10.
The tongue can call upon the Lord
Rom. 10:13


B.
The potential for harm
James 3:6



1.
The tongue can criticize
Eph. 4:29



2.
The tongue can profane
Eph. 5:4



3.
The tongue can curse

James 3:9-10



4.
The tongue can poison
James 3:8



5.
The tongue can deceive
Eph. 5:6



6.
The tongue can gossip

Rom. 1:29



7.
The tongue can slander
Rom. 1:30



8.
The tongue can kill

Prov. 12:6

II.
The incredible power of the tongue


A.
The tongue is powerful

B.
The tongue is dangerous


C.
The tongue is uncontrollable

III.
The incredible plan for the tongue
Jer. 3:33

IV.
The incredible privilege of the tongue
Rev. 12:10-11

