Today’s Message

Sunday, October19, 2008
The Normal Christian Life

I Cor. 2:1-3:4

Introduction:  I have been on journey to know Christ in all His fullness since I was 19 years old.  Next year I will mark my 40th anniversary of that pursuit.  When I first got serious about being everything that God wanted me to be, a Pastor name Skip Smith put in my hands a stack of books by Watchman Nee, a Chinese pastor who died while in a Communist concentration camp, but who smuggled numerous writings out of prison before his death that have continued to  shape the Christian life of many since, including Tommye and me.

One of those books was entitled the Normal Christian Life, a book about living as a spiritual man and the role of the Holy Spirit in that pursuit.  Today I want to share a foundational message to a series of messages that will follow on Sundays and Wednesdays until we have concluded a verse by verse study of the entire book of I Peter.

I. A case study of three classes of men

A. Meet Joe Natural (I Cor. 2:14)

1. Doing what comes naturally

a) Works hard

b) Plays by the rules generally
c) May or may not attend church

d) Never saved “The man without the Spirit…”

e) Incapable of understanding spiritual truth “does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God…”

f) Very practical “…for they are foolishness to him and he cannot understand them…”

g) Rejects “too much” Christianity  “…because they are spiritually discerned.”

2. Nicodemus (John 3)
a) Teacher of Israel
b) Spiritually blind
c) Totally bewildered by Christ

B. Meet Joe Normal (v. 15)

1. Not just nice…new (II Cor. 5:17) 
a) He lives by the Spirit (v.12)
b) He learns by the Spirit (v.12-14)
c) He is liberated by the Spirit (v. 15)

2. Paul (I Cor. 2:1-5)
a) A Jesus man  (I Cor. 1-2)
b) A man who walked the walk…not just talking the talk (v. 4)
c) A man committed to changing lives (v. 5)

C. Meet Joe Worldly (I Cor. 3:1)  

1. The marks of a worldly Christian
a) He is deformed  (v.1-2)
b) He is dependent (v.3)
c) He is divisive (v. 3-4)

2. The manner of a worldly Christian “For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not acting like mere men?  For when one says, ‘I follow Paul, and another, I follow Apollos, are you not mere men?’”

II. A Call for Normal Christianity (I Cor. 3: 16-17)

A. Surrender totally to Christ

B. Study the Scripture

C. Submit to godly and gifted teachers 

D. Study the life of great Christians






