Today’s Message

Sunday, February22, 2009
Answering the “Whys?” Of Suffering…or

The Seven Commands of Spiritual Survival

I Peter 1: 13-15; 5: 5-14

Have you ever had one of those conversations with a young, inquisitive child where they constantly asked, “Why?”  Life is full of unanswerable ‘whys?”.  As a young preacher I thought I was always supposed to have an answer and normally had one, right or wrong.  I could be characterized in those days as “not always right but never in doubt.”  Then one day I was called to the home of a family who did not go to church to comfort a mother who had just been told that she must plan a funeral for the third time for one of her sons.  When I drove up to the home, before I was fully out of the car, I could hear her wailing, asking “why?”  When I entered the house I discovered she had lost three of her four sons through accident or sickness.  And the one son that remained was a broke down dependent alcoholic.  I had no answers that day.

Peter knows that the suffering church to which he is writing is asking “Why?”  So he concludes his discourse with a series of answers to the whys of their lives. 

1. The Command:  Clothe yourselves in humility!  (v.5)

Why?  Because you need God as your partner! (v.5b)

2. The Command:  Place yourself under God’s mighty hand! (v.6)

Why?  So he can lift you up when He’s ready.  (v.6b)

3. The Command: Cast all of your cares on Him! (v.7)

Why?  Because He cares for you (v 7b)

4. The command: Practice vigilance and self control! (v.8)

Why? Your adversary the Devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour  (8b)

5. The command: Resist him! (v.9)

Why? Because he will flee if you do! (James 4:7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.) 
5. The Command:  Stand firm in the faith! (v.9)

Why? Because after you have suffered for a while, God will himself restore you and make you strong. (v10)

6. The Command:  Greet one another with a kiss of love!  (v14)

Why?  Because you are a part of the Family of God and therefore brothers and sisters in Christ.  (v14)







