Wednesday, December 03, 2008
I Peter Series-Part 8

Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus

I Peter 2: 21-25

Introduction:  I am not good at reading instruction manuals.  When I open a box and begin putting something together, I typically start picking up pieces that appear to fit and bolts or screws that seem to be the right length and launch into putting the object together.  And thirty minutes to hour later I am often found reading the instructions only to discover I have used the wrong parts or put something together our of order that prevents me from finishing the task.  That’s typically when I consider kicking something or screaming out loud…and calling someone else to fix it!

I am so glad when it comes to practicing the Christian faith, we not only have an instruction manual, and we have an example and a teacher, and a loving Father who oversees our souls.  Jesus is our example; Holy Spirit is our teacher; And God the Father is our overseer.  Today we are going to examine what it means to follow in the footsteps of Jesus, with special emphasis on how we should suffer or respond to criticism.

I. Our Calling (v. 21)
A. To think like Jesus …Christ…leaving you and example …
B. To walk like Jesus …that you should follow in His steps…
II. Our Example (v.22-24)

A.  What Jesus did not do

1. He did not retaliate
2. He did not threaten
B.  What Jesus did do

1. He relied on God…He entrusted himself to God…

2. He acted in selfless love…He bore our sins in his body….

III. Our Motivation  (v.24-25)

A. He took our place on the cross

B. He healed our broken spirit

C. He reconciled us to God

IV. Our Responsibility (v.24)
A.  Crucify our flesh…that we might die to sins…
B.    Commit to live righteously…and live a righteous life…
