Today’s Message

Sunday, June 22, 2008
What I Learned in Handcuffs

Micah 6:8; Rom 13:1ff

Today we gather to honor men and women who hold a very special place in our society and whom deserve our greatest respect and deepest admiration:  our Law Enforcement Officers.  These men and women stand in the gap on our behalf everyday.  There are two ways to restrain evil:  The fear of God and the fear of man.  Our Founding Fathers recognized that freedom could only prosper as long as men restrained their passions from within and that morality and religion were the chief supports for such restraint.  But God, in his infinite knowledge of mankind, also recognized that when he granted a free will to men, some would use it to choose to rebel against His will and would reject His Word and will, therefore he instituted governments to restrain evil. 

I. What I learned in handcuffs
A. Do not carry a loaded 38 into an airport

B. Jails are not fun places

C. Much of what officers do is not glamorous
D. Police officers are people too

1. Most are good
2. Some are bad

II. What God expects of Law Enforcement Officers (and everyone else) (Micah 6:8)

A. Be good
B. Do justly
C. Love mercy
D. Walk humbly
E. Know God

III. What God expects of citizens  (Rom. 13)

A. Recognize and honor those in authority (v.1)

B. Remember that government was ordained to:

1. Punish evildoers (vs. 2-4)

2. Commend those who do good  (v.3b)







