Wednesday, May 13, 2009

When acting like a Child is the Adult thing to do

Ephesians 5:1-14

Introduction:  How often have you heard someone remark “act your age!”?  We try very hard to meet everyone’s perceived expectation of how we ought to act.  We can even push our children into growing up “too” fast if care and caution are not exercised.  We do not expect adults to act like children, and we should not expect children to act like adults.  But there is a time when it’s okay for an adult to act like a child.  Ephesians 5:1, in fact, encourages such behavior: “Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children.”

I. The Instructions for imitating God

A. Live a life of love  (v2)

B. Live a life of service  (v2)

C. Live a life of self-control
1. Control of sex life  (v3)

2. Control of thought life  (v3)

3. Control of want life  (v3)

4. Control of word life  (v4)

D. Live a life of gratitude  (v4)

E. Live a life of discernment  (v6)

1. Be careful who you listen to  (v6)

2. Be careful who you associate with  (v7)

3. Be careful what you do  (v10)

F. Live a life of transparency  (v8)

II. The Reward for imitating God

A. You will be loved dearly  (v1)

B. You will live fruitfully  (v9)

C. You will be rewarded exceedingly  (v5)

1. The Kingdom of God is now  (Romans 14:17)

2. The Kingdom of Christ is coming  (Matthew 25:34)

III. The Penalty for not imitating God

A. You will live deceived  (Ephesians 5:6)

B. You will be discouraged  (v11)

C. You will be destroyed  (v5)
