Today’s Message

Sunday, January 18, 2009
When Preaching Becomes Criminal

I Peter 3: 13-17


Today, on the Sunday before President-elect Obama is sworn into the most powerful political office in the world, and second in power in the world only to the Pastor of a local church in terms of affecting true changes, I am going to discuss “When Preaching Becomes Criminal.”  In less than 90 days, preachers across the country could lose their freedom of religious expression and freedom of speech, and face fines and imprisonment for believing the Bible is the inerrant Word of God.


Barack Obama admires Abraham Lincoln and for good reason.  He has chosen the same Bible that President Lincoln used to lay his hand on when he takes the oath of office.  As Christians we are exhorted to pray for Barack Obama and all those in authority over us.  And as a predominately White congregation, we must not lose the significance of Barack Obama’s election.  It is a wonderful reminder that in America there are no limits placed on race or gender for those who are willing to set their sites high and never waver.  But as we celebrate this milestone in American history, we must be mindful that political philosophy and evil intent has no color barriers.  I believe these are days in American life when vigilance and prayer are the order of the day for followers of Christ.  We may be called upon to suffer for our faith in the coming days.  I believe that we will soon see the day…When Preaching Becomes Criminal!”

I. Christians are expected to know that suffering is unavoidable
A. Physical Suffering ( James 5:11)

B. Political Suffering  (II Tim. 3:12; James 5:10)

1. Christains are commanded to pray for those in authority

(I Tim 2:1-2)
2. Christians are commanded to submit to appointed authorities

(I Pet. 2:13; Rom. 13:1-5)

3. Christians are commanded to obey the Lord (I Pet. 3:15; Acts 5:25ff) 

II. Christians are expected to be peace makers whenever possible 

(Matt. 5:9; I Peter 3:11)

III. Christians are expected to be salt and light in the world (Matt. 5: 13-16)

A. Christians will suffer for being salt and light

B. Christians will be blessed for suffering for what is right


(I Pet. 3:13-14; Matt. 5:10)

IV. Christians are expected to stand up and be counted in the public place
A. Suffering is the norm for Christians
1. Christ suffered

2. His followers suffered
3. Christians throughout history have suffered

B. Suffering has come to American Christianity

1. Churches in California
2. Christians in the workplace and education

V. Christian Pastors are expected to be an example of courage and commitment 

(I Pet. 3:14-15)
A. Do not fear  (fo-be'-ō; to be struck with fear, to be seized with alarm)
B. Do not be frightened  (tarassō; to strike one's spirit with fear and dread)
C. Do not forget (Matt. 10:28)

VI. Christians are expected to resist public policy that prevents Christian obedience

A. Freedom of Choice Act

B. Fairness Doctrine

C. Same-sex Marriage

D. Hate Crimes Legislation







