Today’s Message

Sunday, December 21, 2008
Why was the Christ Child Born in Bethlehem?

Luke 2:1ff

Introduction: Recently a prominent family in our community lost a son in a car accident.  Struck down in the prime of his life, he left a wife and a young child.  As Tommye and I held the grandparents, whom we are very close to, they sobbed and said several times, “How do people who don’t believe get through a time like this?  How do people who have no hope make it?”


We could feel their pain because that is exactly how we felt when we lost our youngest daughter, the darling of our life, at age 25, in the prime of her life.  As we processed all that was gone, we were able to get up the morning after, because we had hope.


The German philosopher Ludwig Feurbach said in 1841 that God is not a reality outside of us that we can trust and obey; instead he is a projection of our own needs onto reality. God does not create us, we create God. People are forced to create a God to believe in—otherwise the loss of a child or loved one would be unbearable without hope in an afterlife. And so over time God is created to sustain that hope. He has no other reality than we create for him.


I beg to differ, and I know of no better way to refute such scandalous notions than to turn to God’s Word for it has a marvelous ability to defend the truths it contains.  On this Sunday before Christmas, let us be reminded of “Why” the Christ child was born.
1. God was in Christ on the first Christmas morning so He could become ransom for many.
Mark 10:45--"The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
2. God was in Christ on the first Christmas morning so He could call sinners to repentance.
Luke 5:31-32, "Jesus said to them, 'those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick; I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.'"
3. God was in Christ on the first Christmas morning so He could give sight to the morally blind.
John 9:39, "Jesus said, 'For judgment I came into this world that those who do not see may see." And John 12:46, "I have come as light into the world, that whoever believes in me might not remain in darkness.”

4. God was in Christ on the first Christmas morning so He could divide households.
Matthew 10:34, "Do not think that I have come to bring peace on earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and a man's foes will be those of his own household.”
 5. God was in Christ on the first Christmas morning so He could save from divine condemnation.
John 3:17-18, "For God sent not the Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through him might be saved. He who believes in him is not condemned, but he who does not believe is condemned already."
6. God was in Christ on the first Christmas morning so He could give us eternal life.
John 3:16, "For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believes on him should not perish, but have everlasting life."







