Today’s Message

Sunday, December 14, 2008
Wise Men Still Seek Jesus

Matt. 2: 1-12

Introduction:  This week I finished reading a biography on Winston Churchill entitled The Spirit of Winston Churchill.  I would rank it as one of the most inspiring books I have ever read.  The book chronicles Churchill’s giant contribution to saving western civilization from falling into darkness and tyranny and ultimately barbarism as Adolph Hitler conquered Europe and the Axis Powers threatened freedom loving people worldwide. 

Now, 75 years later, barbarism and darkness threaten to fall on Western Civilization again as the world battles radical Islamic terror.  All of this bodes ill for America.  Followers of Christ must seek Him for wisdom, forgiveness and renewal and lead Americans to understand the danger of apathy and ignorance.  Today we will be reminded that…Wise Men Still Seek Jesus!

I. Seekers are wise men “After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem…(Matt. 2:1)

A. Magi in the NIV.  (Greek word: “Magoi”)

B. Wise Men in the KJV.

II. The Sign God provided for the Magi “We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.” (Matt. 2:2)

· God reveals Himself to men where they are.

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.”  (Matt. 5:6)

III. The Search the Wise Men conducted “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”

A. Their search was in earnest
B. Their search was costly

C. Their search was rewarded (re. Jeremiah 29:11-13)

IV. The Seditious nature of leaders in Jerusalem “When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.”  (Mat. 2:3)
A. The King
B. The Pharisees
NOTE:  Hypocrites cannot keep true seekers from finding Jesus.  They simply provide an excuse for those who need cover for their true motives.

V. The Cities that were available for the birth of Christ (Matt. 2:11)

A. Jerusalem…The city of religion
B. Athens…The city of philosophy
C. Laodicea…The city of materialism
D. Rome…The city of power and commerce

E. Babylon…The city of the occult
F. Bethlehem…The city of obscurity “But you, Bethlehem, though you are small…out of you will come for me one who will be ruler…” (Micah 5:2)
VI. The Savior that stepped into the world “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”
VII. The Service  that was offered by the Wise Men (Matt. 2:11)

A. They gave themselves (v.11)

B. They gave their devotion (v.11)

C. They gave their treasure (v.11)

1.   Gold-for a King
2.   Incense-for God
3.   Myrrh-for a Savior
VIII. The Spirit that led them upon their departure (Matt. 2:12) 

A. They arrived, led by a star
B.  They departed, led by the Spirit






