Today’s Message

Sunday, November 9, 2008
You Must Believe It to Be It

I Peter Series:  Part Four

I Peter 1: 19-25

Introduction:  An amazing thing is happening in America for which every American should be grateful; the control and power associated with the most powerful nation on earth is being transferred from one man to another without violent overthrow or bloodshed.  The vision of our Founding Fathers continues to reveal the wisdom of the government which they created and regardless of whether you voted for Barrack Obama or not, we should stand in awe and gratitude for living in such a country where free men can choose their own leaders.  In I Peter 2:13 we are exhorted to “Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among men; whether to the kings as the supreme authority, or to governors who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right,”  

With that in mind, we should renew our commitments to be the kind of followers of Christ that inspire others to want to know Him and to follow Him.  If that is our desire, we must “…Believe It to Be It.”

I. We Must Believe It…We are a chosen people

A. We naturally think of ourselves first (Luke 10:37)

B. The Prophets of the Old Testament lived their lives in service of future generations (It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you…v. 12)
1. They searched the Scripture with greatest care (…searched the Scriptures intently and with greatest care…v.10)
2. They sought answers for their present circumstance (trying to find out the time and the circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. v. 11)
3. They lived in the hope of the future
4. We are the generation of hope in the present
5. We are the chosen generation (But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God that you might declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light…I Peter 2:9)
a) The prophets longed to be us

b) The angels long to be us

c) Do we long to be us?

II. We Must Be it…A holy people in body, soul and spirit

A. We must prepare our minds…for action (Therefore prepare your minds for action…v. 13)

B. We must discipline our bodies… to represent Christ (…Live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear. v17)

1. Be self-controlled 

2. Be jubilant (…set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when   Jesus Christ is revealed. v. 13) 
3. Be obedient (v. 14)

4. Be different (…do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance.)

5. Be holy (…be holy, because I am holy)
C. We must train our spirits…for obedience (…Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth… v. 22)

1. Love people (v. 22)

2. Love the Word (v. 23)

3. Love purity (2:1)

4. Love maturity (2:2)

5. Love Jesus (2:3)







